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Aimee LaBrie

214 Witherspoon Drive, #2, Princeton, NJ  08542
Phone: 215.779.3573 • E-mail: aimeelabrie@gmail.com
Employment 

Director
of Communications








June 2016 to Present Day
School of Social Work, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ

· Serve as editor and creative director for the bi-annual alumni magazine, Partnering for Change.
· Manage all aspects of the School’s Drupal web pages (www.socialwork.rutgers.edu ) including event dates, alumni and giving pages, and landing page web banners.
· Assist with student events including MSW new student orientation, Convocation, and Rutgers Day.  Assist in planning the endowed lecture series and annual alumni reception. 
· Handle social networking channels for Facebook and Twitter using Hootsuite to cross promote events and stories and to increase audience engagement with the School. 
· Serve as media relations director for news stories and press releases for the internal Rutgers community and the wider media focused on research content.   
· Lead print and web communications for alumni, faculty and staff, and other constituents as needed using database tools and Constant Contact. 
· Assist with photo and video shoots for print and web materials including faculty profiles, the holiday card, and the alumni magazine. 
· Work closely with the director of development to discover new and better ways to excite alumni population about events and giving opportunities. 

· Create strategic plans for conferences, emergency communications, event planning, and other processes as needed.  
Adjunct Professor of Writing








Sept. 2001 to Present


Rutgers University, SAS, English Department 

Rider University, College of Liberal Arts (two semesters)

Philadelphia Stories, fiction workshop (five years)

Eckleburg Workshop, online writing (one year)

Penn State, English Department (six years)

· Experience teaching undergraduate writing and rhetoric at numerous universities with a focus on activism and voice

· Currently teaching Introduction to Multimedia at Rutgers, with a focus on voice and the power of storytelling. Course info here: introtomultimedia2018labrie.blogspot.com
Communications Director








Oct. 2013 to June 2016
University Communications and Marketing, Rider University, Lawrenceville, NJ

· Worked with the creative staff to lead print and web pieces for all internal and external communications, including the Rider magazine (www.rider.edu/ridermagazine). 
· Was an inaugural member of the Summer Reading Program Committee at Rutgers, and assisted in choosing their first shared read, Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy. 
· Managed News at Rider story development, writing, and planning to increase traffic to the news site and produce between three to five new stories each week (www.rider.edu/news). 
· Assisted in advising and managing student workers. 
· Event assistance with commencement, reunions, and other student and alumni-focused events. 
· Led design and marketing communications (print and online) for all schools, centers, and departments in the University to ensure quality branding, clear messaging, and specific goal setting.
· Updated various web pages on an as-needed basis using Drupal. 
· Managed team of diverse individuals to obtain outreach and engagement goals across publications and social media platforms. 
· Assisted with developing social media strategies and training for internal staff to create a cohesive approach to social media communications across the university. 

· Worked to create strategic plans for emergency communications and to train others on implementation.

· Directed and produced online communications including regular electronic newsletters for the College of Business, the School of Education, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Alumni Relations and others, as well as web content and updates, and emails to all university faculty, staff, and students.  
· Created online solutions to marketing questions and processes for internal audiences.

· Maintained deadlines and budgets to make sure projects were delivered on time and within the projected budget. 

Director of Marketing and Communications






Feb. 2009 to Sept. 2013
Alumni Relations, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
· Collaborated with The Penn Fund to create marketing collateral for fundraising efforts. Also wrote and managed marketing collateral for all alumni relations events.

· Wrote blog posts, articles, solicitation letters, marketing collateral, and other pieces as needed.

· Increased social networking efforts using blogs, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest, keep abreast of social networking trends. 

· Developed marketing strategy, branding, and publications for major Alumni Relations events including Alumni Weekend and Homecoming Weekend. In this role, attendance increased by at least 20% each year. 

· Managed and wrote for the Penn Alumni website, the online newsletter (RBO), and Frankly Penn, a blog launched under my supervision that remains active today (www.franklypenn.com).  

· Increased visibility on social networking sites, developed first-ever event specific mobile app, and created copy and concepts for six QuakerNet advertisements per year. 

· Created strategic marketing plans for events, activities, programs, and initiatives as they emerged, with attention given to consistent branding and excellent design. 

· Created letters for President Gutmann and suggested talking points for alumni-related events such as Alumni Weekend and Homecoming.  

· Managed budget of $500,000+; while consistently staying within the limit while still delivering a superior product.

· Oversaw the development and redesign of the Penn Alumni website from Dreamweaver to CMS. 

· Conceptualized, wrote scripts for, and produced short videos to promote events. 

· Trained alumni and staff on managing publications and newsletters. 
· Provided lead team event management for major events such as Homecoming and Alumni Weekend, as well as for smaller event such as volunteer training programs. 

· Led efforts to increase visibility through social networking platforms and to engage constituents via contests and other incentives.  

Senior Writer 









April 2008 to Feb. 2009
Office of Institutional Advancement, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA
· Wrote advancement materials, feature articles, proposals campaign communications, invitation copy, and letters for the President of Drexel University and the Vice-President of Institutional Advancement.  Functioned as the primary voice for the then-President Constantine Papadakis. 
· Developed publications and strategic concepts for the Annual Fund Office to increase giving levels.
· Coordinated and produced publications related to IA including The Journal of Philanthropy, all major events, the Drexel Magazine, and other departments across the University as needed. 

· Wrote all stewardship letters for the Vice President of Institutional Advancement.

Freelance Writer, Editor, and Adjunct Instructor





Sept. 2001 to Present

· Teach freshman rhetoric and composition. 
· Lead an online fiction workshop through the Eckleburg Workshops.
· Create bi-monthly columns on writing for print and online publication in Philadelphia Stories. 
· Serve as a guiding member and strategist on Philadelphia Stories’ Board of Trustees.
· Write award-winning essays and fiction published in Minnesota Review, Cimmaron Review, Iron Horse Literary Review, Beloit Fiction Journal, and dozens of other magazines and journals.  
Assistant Director of Marketing and Communications





Feb. 2006 to Feb. 2008

Institutional Advancement, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA

· Created proposals, including one which brought in a $10 million gift from the Abrahamson Foundation, the single-largest gift in the history of the School of Dentistry.  
· Produced marketing collateral for programs including annual campaigns, the parents program, the class pride campaign, the online community (myowlspace.com), the Temple University Alumni Association, and planned giving.

· Wrote articles for Temple Review, the quarterly alumni magazine, as well as solicitations, brochures, monthly print and electronic, newsletters, and press releases.  
· Created talking points for the president, chairman of the board, provost and other faculty and managed presidential communications including newsletters, annual reports, acknowledgment letters, and other publications.

Publications and Web Manager

Gift of Life Donor Program, Philadelphia, PA





       Aug. 2004 to Feb. 2006

· Provided all writing collateral and media support to the organization as required., including press releases, reports, letters, invitations, brochures, and articles. 

· Wrote and produced two monthly newsletters: one for a general audience and one for health care professionals.

· Managed the day-to-day administration of web site (www.donors1.org), including editing and writing copy, updating and maintaining all information, and creating and implementing a site redesign. 

Publications Manager and Adjunct Professor, College of the Liberal Arts

Office of Alumni Relations and Development, Pennsylvania State University

        Aug. 1998 to Aug. 2004  

· Organized and managed department time-lines, wrote features, electronic magazine articles, and press releases.

· Collaborated with staff to provide text and design for all Alumni Relations and Development publications including the quarterly alumni magazine, Liberal Arts.

· Edited and approved publicity material used by any school or college in the university. 

· Taught and was responsible for all coursework, lectures, writing assignments, exams, mentoring, and grading for undergraduate literature, creative writing, and rhetoric/composition classes. 

Education 

*Note: As a life-long learner, I continue to take coursework and have been fortunate enough to earn several degrees as a result of this benefit of higher education. 

University of Pennsylvania, Master of Liberal Arts Program




        
          May 2014
Pennsylvania State University, Master of Fine Arts, Fiction 



          

          May 2001


DePaul University, Master of Arts, Theoretical, Practical and Applied Writing


 
          May 1998

Northwestern University, Bachelor of Arts, Literature





       Non-degree seeking

Florida State University, Bachelor of Arts, English






                       May 1991

Courses Taught 

· Introduction to Multimedia, Rutgers University English Department, Creative Writing Program, fall 2017 and spring 2018 (will also teach this fall 2018). 
· Introduction to Rhetoric, (ENG 113), Rider University, College of Liberal Arts, two semesters 
· Fiction writing workshop, through Philadelphia Stories (five years)

· Rhetoric and Composition, Penn State (four semesters)

· Introduction to Writing for Social Sciences, Penn State (four semesters) 
· Introduction to Fiction, Penn State (two semesters) 
· Introduction to the Theory of Humor, Penn State (one semester)

Computer Skills

Proficient in Drupal, Adobe Creative Suite, i-Modules, CMS, and specialized on-line databases like Canvas, Harris, Marketo, and Raiser’s Edge. Great familiarity with Hootsuite, Tweetdeck, and other social networking management tools, and Microsoft Office Suite and Basecamp. 

Awards and Distinctions 
· Tin House Summer Residency Program, Summer 2018

· Nominated for Most Helpful Employee of the Year, Spring 2018

· Edward Albee Fellow, summer 2017

· Silver Cuppie Award, best magazine headline, 2015
· Chosen to attend Yale Writers’ Conference, 2015

· IMA Outstanding Achievement Award for  Rider magazine 2014
· First prize short fiction award, all-story issue for Zoetrope, 2012

· Harris Award, Best Online Marketing, 2011

· CASE Award, Gold and Bronze, for Creativity and Innovation, 2007

· Winner, Katherine Anne Porter Literary Prize in Fiction, Wonderful Girl, (short story collection) published by the University of North Texas Press in November 2007

· Finalist, Short Story Prize, Central PA Magazine, for “Evie Dies Seven Different Ways in One Day,” 2004 

· Finalist, Sandstone Literary Prize, Ohio State University Press, Our Last Supper, (short story collection), 2003 

· Pushcart Prize nominee, Pleiades, for “The Ducklings,” 2003 

· Pennsylvania Council of the Arts fellowship, finalist for short story manuscript, Our Last Supper, 2002 

· David Stang Award for Fiction, first place, judged by Cary Holladay, Spring 2001 

· Master of Fine Arts Teaching Award, Penn State University, Spring 2001 

· The Academy of American Poetry Prize, first place, Judged by Alicia Ostriker, Spring 2000 

· Best New American Voices Nomination, Penn State University, 2000 

· Master of Fine Arts Teaching Nomination, Penn State University, Spring 2000 

· Katey Lehman Fellowship, Penn State University Fall 1998-Spring 1999 

· Scribner’s Best of the Fiction Workshop winner, 1998, judged by Carol Shields, Spring 1998 

· Mississippi Review Prize, Entry of Special Merit, 1997

Conferences and Lecture Participation

Communications Committee member, Tyler Clementi Center, current

Committee member, Race Conference, Rutgers School of Social Work, current

Committee member, Shared Read Program, Rider University, 2015

Guest Reader, Writer’s Harvest, University of Iowa, 2014

Speaker, “Winners from the Facebook Competition,” Ivy Plus Conference, 2013

Speaker, “Best Practices for Reunion Marketing,” Penn Leadership Conferences, 2011
Speaker, “Social Networking Web 2.0,” FACTS Conference, 2010

Speaker, “What an Ugly Brochure! Extreme Make-Over,” Franklin Forum, 2011

Speaker, “Green Marketing: Saving Resources and Growing Attendance,” Ivy Plus Conference, 2010
CASE , 2011
Marketing and Communications Co-Chair, Penn DAR Conference, Summer 2012

Communications Committee, Chair, 2009-Present

Board Member, Philadelphia Stories, 2008-Present
Selected List of Book/Essay/Short Story Publications

· Animal Shelters, upcoming short story collection, Running Wild Press, spring 2019
· Mortar Magazine, “Jane Err” 2017

· Women Running Wild: An Anthology, “Real Estate,” 2017
· Gulf Stream, “Feral,” 2016

· The Lascaux Review book collection, “A Good Thing,” 2016
· Cleaver magazine, “The Disabled,” 2016

· Finalist, BOA Short Fiction Prize, 2015
· Zoetrope, 2012, “A Good Thing” 
· Philadelphia Noir, 2011, Akashic Books
· Prompted, 2010,  Greater Philadelphia Wordshop
· Wonderful Girl¸ November 2007, author, University of North Texas Press

· Best of Philadelphia Stories, 2004-2008, summer 2007, “Wonderful Girl”

· Sudden Stories: A Mammoth Anthology of Minuscule-Fiction, Mammoth Books, spring 2003, “Encore” 

· E.B. White: Who Wrote That? fall 2004, author, Chelsea House Publishing

· Gwendolyn Brooks: The Work in the Writer, spring 2004, essayist and editor, Chelsea House Publishing

· The Harlem Renaissance, fall 2003, editor, Chelsea House Publishing 

· Tennessee Williams: The Work in the Writer, fall 2002, essayist and editor, Chelsea House Publishing

